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Reception Class 

Newsletter Autumn 1 
The focus of this half term is ‘Can we be friends?’. We will be focussing on making relationships with the adults and 

other children in the classroom and getting used to new school routines. Each week we will have a new book to read 

that builds on our theme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Reading 

For our book of the week, we will learn lots of 

new vocabulary and think about actions to 

enable us to retell the story. In addition to our 

book of the week, we will also be reading a lot 

of other books at story times. We will begin to 

read simple CVC words in Phonics containing the 

letters we have learnt so far. 

 

Writing  

We will be doing lots of mark making (using 

various resources around the classroom) and 

drawing. We will be concentrating 

on the sounds in our name and writing  

initial sounds in words when  

completing adult-initiated activities. Once we 

have learnt more letter sounds, will be using our 

phonics to write CVC words.  

 
 

 

 

White Rose Maths 

The focus for the beginning of this half term 

is all about me. We will begin by sorting and 

matching objects then move on to making 

patterns.  

Our number focus will be numbers 1-5. We will 

look at representing, comparing and the 

composition of these numbers. We will also be 

looking at shapes linked to these numbers like 

triangles and squares! We will also begin to look 

at the order of numbers and one more and one 

less! 

Finally, we will think about night and day and 

our daily routines.  

  

 

 

 
Counting and ordering numbers to 

5 at home.  

 

Singing songs and nursery rhymes on a 

daily basis will help develop language 

skills. 

 

Assisting children in hearing initial 

sounds in any objects found around the 

house.  

 

Ensuring children are becoming 

independent with dressing/undressing.  

 

Practicing writing and recognising their 

name. 

 

 

 

We will have phonics sessions twice a 

day; one in the morning and one in the 

afternoon.  

 

These are the sounds we are going to 

learn:  

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e.  

 

At the end of this half term, your 

child will bring home a reading book 

each week. We will write comments in 

the reading record section of their 

planner and would love it if you could 

do the same when you read at home 

too! 



 
 
                                                              

 
Communication and Language:  Speaking and Listening activities, following instructions, use of who, why, what, where 

and when questions and responding appropriately. 

         

Physical Development: Movement – In PE we will be focussing on finding different ways to move around the space 

and navigating the space carefully.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Confidence building, self–selecting activities, expressing feelings and 

emotions. 

 

Understanding of the World: Becoming confident using the computers in the classroom, discussing our own 

experiences and observing the natural world. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring colours and colour mixing, junk modelling our own ideas, creating self 

portraits. 

 

Things to remember: 

P.E. Our PE day is Wednesday. PE kits 

will be sent home on a Friday. 

 

Please put names in all items of clothing: 

jumpers, shirts, trousers, socks, shoes, 

wellies etc.  

 

Further in to the term, your child might be 

set a homework task to complete in their 

book. More information will be shared on this 

nearer the time.  

 

Any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

speak to Miss Goulden or email the class 

account at ryr@stchads.trinitymat.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recycling Week – W/C – 21 September 

National Poetry Day – 1 October 

Walk to School Week – W/C – 5 October 

Harvest Festival – 7 October  

Black History Month – W/C – 12 October 

Break up – Friday, 16 October 

School opens again – Tuesday, 3 November 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Stories online: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories 

Alphablocks: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/alphablocks-games 

Numberblocks: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/stories
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games/alphablocks-games
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks


 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 
 For the personal, social and 

emotion aspect of the 

curriculum, we will be looking 

at how we can help others. 

We will be talking positively 

about ourselves and about 

our abilities. There is a big 

push in Ash Class at the 

moment in being able to 

resolve conflicts 

independently. We will also 

be learning to take into 

account other’s viewpoints 

and ideas.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
For expressive arts and design, we will be creating lots of fun things, such as; firework 

pictures, witches’ hats, Diwali clay pots, Christmas cards and cookies and engaging with lots 

of Christmas and celebration related activities. The creative area is one of areas the 

children can really get imaginative with their own ideas- adapting on what they are learnt 

and observed. 

 

Communication and 

Language 
During the curriculum 

lessons, we will be focusing 

heavily on group and 

partner discussions 

relating to the books and 

the topic. We will be 

experimenting and talking 

about different ideas in 

detail. We will be debating 

and considering others’ 

viewpoints while also 

reasoning and problem 

solving about these 

viewpoints.  

 

Understanding the World  
The main focus for understanding the world is to explore different cultures and their way 

of celebrating. What is Diwali, Harvest, Bonfire Night, Christmas? We will be looking at 

similarities and differences between the ways Christmas is celebrated around the world. 

During Forest School, the class will be creating broomsticks, we will be making pumpkin 

soup and thinking about how to keep safe while cooking. 

 

Physical Development 
We will be using our gross 

motor skills to create some 

Rangoli Patterns outside 

with chunky chalks. 

In PE, we will be looking at 

different festivals and how 

they are celebrated. We 

will be listening to 

different types of music 

and discovering ways of 

moving to this. We will be 

mark-making and learning 

to form letters properly. 
 

 

 


